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Electoral authorities and the three major political parties in Mexico are growing increasingly
concerned about the potential for extremely low voter turnout in the upcoming congressional and
gubernatorial elections on July 6. Mexicans will go to the polls on that date to elect all 500 members
of the Chamber of Deputies, six governors, and hundreds of state and local officials.
Some forecasters are predicting that abstentionism could reach as high as 60% nationwide because
of disenchantment with the three major political parties and the increasingly negative tone of
political campaigns. The Registro Federal de Electores (RFE) recently reported that 64.5 million
Mexicans are eligible to vote in the upcoming election.
Some predictions indicate that anywhere between 32.5 million and 36 million of these voters will not
cast a vote on July 6. "The projection for low participation is alarming," said political scientist Jorge
Buendia Laredo at the Instituto Tecnologico Autonomo de Mexico (ITAM). "The most optimistic
forecasts put voter participation at 50%, but many projections put this percentage between 40% and
45%."
Political analysts say the negative feeling of voters toward the three major parties is exacerbated by
their internal divisions. The former governing Partido Revolucionario Institucional (PRI) is in the
midst of an especially nasty feud between the national party leadership and loyalists in Mexico state
about the appointment of at- large candidates (see SourceMex, 2003-05-14). That is the latest in a
series of internal disputes among PRI loyalists (see SourceMex, 2002-01-30 and 2002-02-07).
The center-left Partido de la Revolucion Democratica (PRD) and the governing conservative Partido
Accion Nacional (PAN) have also had some very public feuds in the past years, which threaten to
undermine the parties' positions in the election (see SourceMex, 2002-03-13 and 2002-04-03).
"All three parties are entering the election with still- unresolved internal fissures," said the Mexico
City daily newspaper La Jornada. "A scenario is developing in which the party that gains the most
votes will do so amid abstentionism of 50% or higher."

Political campaigns lack substance
Some columnists say the various political parties have developed campaigns that are shallow in
content and oriented toward presenting an image. Mario Abad Shoster, a columnist in the weekly
news magazine Epoca, said the political speeches and television advertisements have lacked serious
proposals on how to address such issues as unemployment and crime. "The campaigns have
become a huge reality show," said Abad.
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Other election observers say the campaigns lack substance and are geared toward efforts to discredit
the opponent. "There are no proposals or solutions offered," said prominent political analyst
Lorenzo Meyer of El Colegio de Mexico.
Some critics say President Vicente Fox may be partly to blame for the anticipated apathy in the
upcoming election. "There is a strong disillusionment among the citizenry because the expectations
raised by President Vicente Fox in his 2000 campaign were not met," said PRD spokesperson Javier
Hidalgo. This opinion is shared by some business organizations, who also blame the Mexican
Congress. "The inability of our leaders to keep their promises has resulted in a lack of interest in the
campaigns of candidates for federal deputy," said Raul Abraham Mafud, president of the Yucatan
chapter of the Camara Nacional de la Industria de la Transformacion (CANACINTRA).
Other business leaders, however, point out that midterm elections tend to attract fewer participants
than elections when the presidency is contested. "The voters tend to know less about the
candidates," said Hector Rangel Domene, president of the Consejo Coordinador Empresarial (CCE).
"This also occurs with midterm elections in other countries."

Parties fight about who has right to promote vote
Much of the bickering in the campaigns has centered on which individual, political party, or agency
has the right to promote participation in the elections. The various parties involved in the dispute
have resorted to conflicting sections of the Mexican Constitution.
The principal controversy centers on whether Fox has violated Mexican law through his very public
promotions to convince voters to go to the polls on July 6. These efforts have been challenged by the
PRD, PRI, and other small parties, which say the president is violating Article 41 of the Constitution.
This article states that only an autonomous institution like the Instituto Federal Electoral (IFE)
has the right to promote the vote. "We will take whatever legal means are necessary if the federal
government insists on promoting the vote with the figure of the president," said PRD president
Rosario Robles Berlanga.
In response to the challenge from the PRI and the PRD, the administration cited Articles 35 and 36 of
the Constitution, which state that the Mexican president not only has the right but the obligation to
promote the vote. Furthermore, said the Secretaria de Gobernacion (SEGOB), Fox has not violated
Article 41 because the language in this provision does not explicitly prohibit the president engaging
in get-out-the-vote efforts.
The fight is a symptom of a larger battle on whether the president and various governors have
violated Mexican electoral laws through their use of the airwaves during the election campaign. The
Fox administration and various PRI, PAN, and PRD governors spent the early months of this year
promoting their achievements through radio and television spots. This was seen as part of an effort
to gain support for candidates from their parties.
The parties criticized each other for attempting to use these spots to circumvent campaign finance
limits. The president's spots came under the strongest attacks from the PRI, despite a frequent
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practice of promoting its achievements during its seven decades in office. "We see President Fox
behaving like in the good times of the old PRI," PRI president Roberto Madrazo told reporters.
The PRD became subject to the same criticisms, with party leaders using the image of popular
Mexico City Mayor Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador to promote the party in other parts of the
country. Lopez Obrador, who did not approve the use of his image for the ads, criticized his party
leadership for behavior that was a possible violation of electoral law. The Mexico City mayor's
opposition to the media spots did not prevent the party from continuing to run them. PRD president
Rosario Robles defended the use of the ads by saying her ultimate responsibility was to promote the
PRD.
The IFE, meanwhile, sent a letter to Fox and the governors of various states asking them to stop
running the spots. After strong pressure from electoral authorities, the president and governors
of the states where the state executive is up for election this year agreed to stop running the
promotional ads. Those states are Campeche, Colima, Nuevo Leon, Queretaro, San Luis Potosi, and
Sonora. Nuevo Leon and Queretaro are governed by the PAN and the four other states by the PRI.
While the Fox government retired the spots in question, the administration has not stopped its
efforts to promote the vote. This led the PRD, PRI, and eight other political parties to complain to the
IFE. "If the president does not desist, we will bring the matter to the highest court (Suprema Corte
de Justicia de la Nacion, SCJN)," said Pablo Gomez, a PRD member.

Alleged irregularities from 2000 election taint 2003 race
The upcoming elections could also be influenced by alleged campaign irregularities related to the
2000 election. The PRI is accused of having diverted public funds through the state-run oil company
PEMEX to support the campaign of its candidate Francisco Labastida (see SourceMex, 2002-01-30
and 2002-09-18).
The PAN is accused of violating the Mexican Constitution by accepting secret contributions from
overseas donors. Fox's campaign financing committee, Amigos de Fox, was accused of laundering
donations to mask their origin (see SourceMex, 2002-05-15, 2002-06-26 and 2003-03-05). These
controversies had initially taken a back seat to the heated campaign rhetoric, but they quickly came
to the surface when the opposing political parties made them campaign issues.
The PAN and the PRD attempted to bring "Pemexgate" to the forefront when they pushed for a
special session to hold hearings to expel Sen. Ricardo Aldana from the Senate. Aldana, a leader
in the petroleum workers union Sindicato de Trabajadores Petroleros de la Republica Mexicana
(STPRM), is said to have been a major player in diverting PEMEX funds to the Labastida campaign.
The PRI had sufficient members on the permanent standing committee of the Chamber of
Deputies and the Senate (Comision Permanente) to block a trial, at least before the July 6 election.
The PRI and the PRD, meanwhile, teamed up in an effort to push the IFE to rule on the PAN
financing scandal before the July 6 election. The IFE was awaiting an investigation by the Unidad
Especializada contra el Lavado de Dinero (UECLD) into the financing for the Fox campaign. In
late June, the UECLD informed IFE counselors that its investigators found insufficient evidence to
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implicate Amigos de Fox officials Lino Korrodi and Carlota Robinson in any campaign-financing
irregularities.
IFE counselor Jaime Cardenas Garcia, who requested the investigation, has 15 days to appeal
the ruling. The IFE ruling is expected to end an investigation by the Procuraduria General de la
Republica (PGR) into the case, but it has not removed the matter as an issue for opposition parties
to use against the PAN. "IFE counselors Jose Barragan and Jaime Cardenas have demonstrated that
money from overseas entered the campaign run by Amigos de Fox," said PRI president Madrazo,
who promised to keep the issue alive.

Polls show PAN, PRI to get most votes; PRD to gain ground
The PRD, which has emerged relatively unscathed from recent political scandals, may benefit
slightly from the problems of the PRI and the PAN. The center-left party, which only won 50 seats
through direct election and proportional distribution in 2000, is projected to gain 90 to 100 seats in
Congress in the upcoming election. This would bring the PRD closer to the levels it enjoyed during
the 1997-2000 legislature, when it had 125 total seats. The PRD, however, remains a distant third in
voter preferences.
A recent public-opinion poll published by the Mexico City daily newspaper El Universal showed
36% support for the PAN among likely voters, followed by 35.2% for the PRI and 19.8% for the PRD.
The PRD received a similar percentage in a survey by the polling organization Mitofsky, which gave
the PAN 38.6% of the vote and the PRI 37%. A third poll by Mund Americas gave the PRD 23% of the
vote, compared with 37% for the PAN and 35% for the PRI.
Pollsters generally agreed that the small established parties, the Partido Verde Ecologista Mexicano
(PVEM) and the Partido del Trabajo (PT), would perform well in the upcoming election, each taking
between 3% and 4% of the vote. The ecologically oriented PVEM, which has formed an alliance
with the PRI in some races, has a special appeal to the youth, according to the MUND Americas
poll. (Sources: Epoca, 06/16/03; Agencia de noticias Proceso, 06/06/03, 06/12/03, 06/16/03, 06/18/03,
06/19/03; The Christian Science Monitor, 06/18/03; Los Angeles Times, 06/21/03; Associated Press,
06/12/03, 06/23/03; CNI en Linea, 06/11/03, 06/17-19/03, 06/24/03; La Cronica de Hoy, 06/11-13/03,
06/16/03, 06/19/03, 06/20/03, 06/24/03; El Financerio, 06/13/03, 06/16/03, 06/17/03, 06/19/03, 06/20/03,
06/23/03, 06/24/03; El Sol de Mexico, 06/20/03, 06/23/03, 06/24/03; El Informador, 06/24/03; Reforma,
06/06/03, 06/13/03, 06/16/03, 06/19-21/03, 06/23- 25/03; Notimex, 06/11/03, 06/18/03, 06/19/03,
06/23-25/03; La Jornada, 06/12/03, 06/13/03, 06/16/03, 06/17/03, 06/19/03, 06/20/03, 06/25/03; El
Universal, 06/13/03, 06/16/03, 06/19/03, 06/20/03, 06/23/03, 06/25/03; Milenio Diario, 06/13/03,
06/18-20/03, 06/25/03; The Washington Post, 06/25/03)
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